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DESIGN GUIDANCE 

 

This Design Guidance has been created to assist 

and guide those who are either planning to 

develop or are assessing the design quality of a 

proposal within the Botley Neighbourhood Plan 

area. The issues discussed relate to all scales of 

development and so they are applicable to 

homeowners, businesses, and developers alike. 

The Guide has been drawn up alongside the 

Neighbourhood Plan, to ensure that local 

distinctiveness will be enhanced, and local issues 

can be addressed. 

When development is occurring in or near to a 

conservation area, the relevant Conservation 

Area Appraisal should be referred as well as this 

guide to ensure the proposal aligns with the 

guidance for its area. 

This design guidance is part of the 

Neighbourhood Plan for Botley Parish. Whilst 

compliance with Neighbourhood Plan policies is 

expected, in very exceptional cases, some 

divergence will be accepted where a reasoned 

justification is made and there is compelling 

evidence. 

This will allow for unique design solutions to 

result, whilst maintaining a high quality of new 

development. 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜƴǘ ΨŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƻŘŜΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ guide 

aims to assist in the decision-making process at 

an early stage rather than prescribe specific 

solutions. 

The aim is for the Design Guide to improve the 

quality and value of a proposal, give more 

certainty in terms of planning and provide a 

consensus driven approach to the public realm 
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This Guide has been prepared in accordance with the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 and 

the National Planning Practice Guidance for Design. We 

have also used the Botley Conservation Area Appraisal 

published by the Eastleigh Borough Council. Sustainable 

development is at the heart of the Botley 

Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

THE NPPF (FEB 2019) Para 12 ς Achieving Well-

Designed Places 

124. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable 

development, creates better places in which to live and 

work and helps make development acceptable to 

communities. Being clear about design expectations, 

and how these will be tested, is essential for achieving 

this. So too is effective engagement between applicants, 

communities, local planning authorities and other 

interests throughout the process.  

125.  Plans should, at the most appropriate level, set 

out a clear design vision and expectations, so that 

applicants have as much certainty as possible about 

what is likely to be acceptable. Design policies should be 

developed with local communities, so they reflect local 

aspirations, and are grounded in an understanding and 

ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ 

Neighbourhood plans can play an important role in 

identifying the special qualities of each area and 

explaining how this should be reflected in development.  

126.  To provide maximum clarity about design 

expectations at an early stage, plans or supplementary 

planning documents should use visual tools such as 

design guides and codes. These provide a framework for 

creating distinctive places, with a consistent and high-

quality standard of design. However, their level of detail 

and degree of prescription should be tailored to the 

circumstances in each place, and should allow a suitable 

degree of variety where this would be justified 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
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