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HOW MANY MORE HOUSES 
     CAN BOTLEY TAKE? 
 
Botley currently has approximately 2200 houses.  
Already started or approved in some way are a 
further 2580 houses, sited off Precosa Road, at 
Boorley Green and off Winchester Road.  In this 

figure there is included the proposed 300 houses between Winchester Street and the 
railway line.  It is quite clear this more than doubles the size of Botley and will have a 
massive and negative impact on the community, local services and traffic.  These 
figures do not include the additional 3500 houses in Whitely on the edge of Botley.   
 
Did you know that, with no Local Plan for the Borough of Eastleigh, which would 
manage and control future housing development, developers are coming up with 
proposals for hundreds more houses in locations all round Botley that will destroy any 
sense of  a green gap between Botley and Hedge End/West End, clog up roads, 
overburden services and destroy what Botley residents value – a sense of community. 
 
Botley Parish Council is leading on the drawing up of a Neighbourhood Plan, which will 
address and hopefully prevent unwelcome and inappropriate housing proposals.  Also, 
it will state clearly that any new housing should include provision for, or acknowledge 
the need for, more services and improved infrastructure. 
 
All Botley residents and organisations will have a chance to comment on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan in due course.  The Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee will 
be organising more exhibitions on all sections of the Neighbourhood Plan, not just 
housing. 
 
In the meantime, if you want to find out more please contact the Parish Council office 
on 01489 787181.  
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After a pause of some months for reflection Botley Parish Council is relaunching its 

development of a Neighbourhood Plan, which on completion will be submitted to 

Eastleigh Borough Council 

 

You have an opportunity to reflect on what has happened recently and to influence 

how your village will develop in the future.  You may already have taken part in one of 

the two previous local surveys or commented at the exhibitions held at the Botley 

Centre 

 

We need local residents who would like to take an active part in the Neighbourhood 

Plan Committee to contact the Parish Clerk to find out what is involved and how to 

apply (by visiting the Parish Office in the Botley Centre, by phoning the Parish Office 

on 01489 787181 or by email to parish.clerk@botley.com)  

 

We will be arranging further public exhibitions at the Botley Centre and will advertise 

these as widely as is possible.  We hope that you will come to one of these both to see 

how the Neighbourhood Plan is progressing and share your views about the future of 

Botley with us 
 

On behalf of Botley Parish Council, Cllr David Weeden, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
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 BOTLEY NEEDS 

       YOUR HELP 

Some Botley residents were involved in the 

previous attempt to produce a Neighbourhood Plan 

(NP), which unfortunately was unsuccessful.  For all concerned this was a difficult time 

and given all the effort that everyone made it has not surprisingly led to an apparent 

unwillingness to help again following the relaunch of the Plan.  So a reasonable 

question is what is a NP - well it’s the community’s vision of how Botley should develop 

over the next 20 years and how we might achieve this.  It’s about education provision, 

open spaces, health, leisure, preservation of historic buildings, well being, cycleways 

& footpaths, public transport, community cohesion, local shops, road usage, air quality, 

local employment, the hospitality sector, voluntary groups, utilities, youth facilities, 

culture, sports facilities, sites of importance for nature conservation, electric car 

charging points, better broadband, improving Botley Square and other aspirations that 

the community identifies.  Some of these are in our control and for others we need a 

clear message to take to those who provide the services.  All that said we can’t duck 

housing, always a potentially contenious area.  Eastleigh is our local Planning Authority 

and although we are consulted in all planning matters and we can object to applications 

we cannot simply block them.  More importantly if we have a clear vision for the future 

housing need, which might mean minimal development, we will be more successful in 

influencing the siting of housing, the number of dwellings in a development, the design 

crtiteria, the type of dwelling (flats, bungalows, small and large houses) and provision 

of affordable dwellings.  Without a proper NP supported by the local community none 

of this will be achieved and the future will be bleaker than any of us would wish.  There 

are a wide variety of things that need to be done requiring varyimg time commitment, 

so If you feel you might be able to help develop the Botley NP please contact either 

the Parish Clerk (parish.clerk@botley.com) or David Weeden (07468 412950 or 

david.weeden@botley.com). 

On behalf of Botley Parish Council, Cllr David Weeden, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
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Well as a member of the older generation I do wonder if the younger residents of 

Botley haven’t yet realised what a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is, recognised its 

importance or engaged in the process of developing it.  A NP is the community’s 

vision of how Botley should develop over the next 20 years and how this might be 

achieved. 

It’s about many things, so younger residents and families may have differing views 

from those not in the first flush of youth.  How do you see housing provision in terms 

of numbers, location, types of dwelling, for rent or to buy and at a market or 

affordable value?  What are your views on education, open spaces, local shops, 

health provision, public transport, cycleways & footpaths, road usage, air quality, 

local employment, youth and sports facilities and better broadband?   

Some of these are in our control and for others we need a clear message, based on 

the views of all age groups, to take to those who provide the services.  Without a 

robust NP supported by the local community nothing will be achieved and the future 

will be bleaker than any of us would wish.  There are a wide variety of things that 

need to be done some during the day and some in the evening requiring varying time 

commitment, so If you feel you might be able to help develop the Botley NP please 

contact either the Parish Clerk (parish.clerk@botley.com) or David Weeden (07468 

412950 or david.weeden@botley.com). 

On behalf of Botley Parish Council, Cllr David Weeden, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 

  

 

THE BOTLEY    

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

NEEDS HELP FROM 

YOUNGER PEOPLE 

 

mailto:parish.clerk@botley.com
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   VISION AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 

    BOTLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

  WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK 

The Botley Neighbourhood Plan Committee have 

used your comments from the 2016 and 2017 

questionnaires and public exhibitions to create a 

draft Vision and Objectives for the Botley Neighbourhood Plan.  The Vision is a high-

level over-arching view of where you want Botley to be in 2036, which is the end of the 

Neighbourhood Plan period.  The Objectives are the actions that would help achieve 

the Vision.  Objectives are divided into two groups, these being Community Objectives, 

where the Parish Council has a fairly direct influence, and  Community Aspirations, 

where other Agencies have to make the changes that we think are needed to achieve 

the Vision. 

The Vision and Objectives are included in the Summer edition of the Botley News and 

we really need your comments on these and suggestions for other Objectives you 

might wish included in the Botley Neighbourhood Plan.  Objectives must be 

achieveable so not every suggestion is going to be feasible.  You can send your 

feedback either by email to NP-feedback@botley.com or in writing to the Parish Office 

in the Botley Centre.  Your feedback is what makes this a community plan and without 

your feedback the Plan is weakened. 

If you would like to help develop the Botley Neighbourhood Plan please contact 

either the Parish Clerk (parish.clerk@botley.com) or David Weeden (07468 412950 

or david.weeden@botley.com). 

On behalf of Botley Parish Council, Cllr David Weeden, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
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